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Dehradun: An MBA post-
graduate at the top of his
class, a pharmacy student and
two ITI graduates — these
four young and promising
lives were cut short by a train
doing a trial run on tracks that
had been unused for over two
years. 

For years, Shashipal had
put together every penny
from the dhaba he ran to put
his son through business
school. Mayur, 23, took that re-
sponsibility seriously. He got
his MBA degree from the Gu-
rukul Kangri University last
year. Also from his university
was Vishal, 24, a BPharm stu-
dent, whose father works at
the Nagar Nigam. Praveen, 22,
whose father is a farmer, and
Happy, 22, whose father is a
contractual worker, had just
graduated from ITI. 

They’d meet at the aban-
doned railway tracks in Ja-
malpur Kalan often, talking
about government job open-
ings and preparations for
those. On Thursday, around
6.30pm, while they were en-
gaged in discussions about
their plans for the future, the
train sped through the tracks,

crushing them. “The train
didn’t sound a horn, there are
no walls around the tracks.
Two big villages are right next
to it, but there was nothing to
indicate a train would sudden-
ly run,” said Vineet Chauhan,
corporator of Sitapur village,
where all four were from. 

On Friday, angry locals
blocked the tracks for three
hours. Three separate investi-
gations have been launched in
response — police have lodged
an FIR on the basis of a com-
plaint by the families, the Har-
idwar DM has ordered a ma-
gisterial probe which has to
submit its report in 15 days,
and the railways has ordered

its own inquiry. But it offered a
defence at the same time. 

“Train tracks are proper-
ty of the railways. We don’t
need anyone’s permission or
consent to do a trial run,” said
Moradabad divisional com-
mercial manager Gaurav Dix-
it. “The trial was a planned
one. Every security protocol
was followed. The chief com-
missioner for railway safety,
Sailesh Pathak, was on board
the train. It was running at
120kmph and our trial was
successful.”

The government has an-
nounced a `̀2-lakh compensa-
tion for the families. “Four
lives were lost. `̀2 lakh won’t
solve anything. We want a fair
inquiry and punishment for
the guilty,” said Sachin Chau-
han, Vishal’s brother-in-law.
Because for the families, it has
been an irreparable loss. 

“Who will bring my son
back? I am on the verge of re-
tirement. He was trying so
hard to land a job just to help
me out,” said Pramod, Hap-
py’s father. “Even if they were
doing a trial, they could have
scheduled it for midnight or
early morning. Why after sun-
set?” 

Full report on www.toi.in
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Bareilly: A 22-year-old man
raped and brutalised a little girl,
nearly half his age, at a crop
field and later tried to strangle
her to death in order to conceal
his identity in the Tilhar area of
Uttar Pradesh’s Shahjahanpur
on Thursday night. He fled
when locals closed in on him.

The traumatised girl, who is
a daughter of a marginal farm-
er and studies at a government
primary school, was fortunate-
ly saved by the locals. The 11-
year-old went missing after go-
ing out to play at 5pm on Thurs-
day. When she didn’t return for
a while, her worried parents
and other locals started looking
for her. They heard loud cries of
pain and went straight to a
standing wheat field and found
the accused, identified as one
Ramesh Kumar, "trying to kill
her".

The girl was lying without
clothes and had sustained mul-
tiple injuries with bite marks
on her face. Police were imme-
diately informed and the minor
was taken to hospital for treat-
ment. “We rushed to the spot
and started probing the case.
The girl was sent to the commu-
nity health centre for treatment
at night , the Tilhar SHO said.

Man, 22, tries to
kill girl, 11, in UP
after raping and
brutalising her
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Bareilly: The main accused in
the alleged gang rape and mur-
der of an anganwadi worker, 50,
was on Thursday night found
hiding just a few metres away
from the crime spot in the Bu-
daun village. Several teams of
Special Task Force (STF), which
were looking for Satyanarayan
for the last three days, finally
managed to arrest him after a
tip-off by locals. He was then in-
terrogated for over 14 hours.

Sources in Budaun police
told TOI that Satyanarayan
claimed to have taken the in-
jured woman to two private hos-

pitals, but they refused to admit
her. “He then returned and
dumped her outside her home,”
a source said. However, there
was no official confirmation on
this. The two co-accused have
been arrested. Later, Satyana-
rayan was produced before a
court which sent him to jail.

Local police said that it
would seek his remand after ver-
ifying all the information given
by him. Two women, aged 40
and 45 years, have also been de-
tained for questioning. But the
police didn’t tell the reason and
the nature of the questioning.
They are said to the disciples of
the priest. Senior superintend-
ent of police (SSP) of Badaun,

Sankalp Sharma, told TOI, “We
have summoned a few more sus-
pects for questioning, which is
part of the investigation. There
are certain facts that cannot be
disclosed at this moment. Ac-
tion is likely against those who
provided food and support to
him.” When asked if the ac-
cused was arrested with the
support of a few villagers, the
SSP said, “Satyanarayan was
hiding in a crop field while our
teams were searching for him in
the residential areas and they
tipped us about him. After he
was arrested, few villagers even
tried to assault Satyanarayan
but our team took him out of the
village safely.”

Budaun horror: Main accused found
hiding near the crime spot, arrested
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court told the Centre
on Friday to decide before January 26 the multi-
ple mercy petitions filed by individuals and or-
ganisations on behalf of Balwant Singh Rajoa-
na, convicted for the assassination of then Pun-
jab chief minister Beant Singh in 1995.

“Give him a decision before January 26. It is a
good day (Republic Day) and if possible, pass or-
ders before that day,” a bench of Chief Justice S
ABobde and Justices A S Bopanna and V Rama-
subramanian said. The bench told additional so-
licitor general K M Natraj that this was the last

adjournment for the Centre to take a decision.
Arguing from Goa through video conferencing,
senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi told the bench
that Rajoana had already spent 25 years behind
bars, of which 13 were as a death row prisoner. 

“This itself is enough punishment, in line
with the SC judgment in Shatrughan Chauhan
case in 2014,” he said. As many as 14 petitions
seeking mercy for Rajoana were filed in 2012 be-
fore the President, including those by then Pun-
jab CM Parkash Singh Badal, Delhi Sikh Gurd-
wara Management Committee and Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. 

Full report on www.toi.in

Decide mercy pleas of ex-Punjab
CM killer before Jan 26: SC to govt
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Nagpur: A couple’s bid to exper-
iment with sex proved costly as
the man died in a hotel at Kha-
parkheda in Nagpur district on
Thursday. According to police,
the 28-year-old man was tied by
his neck to a window grille, his
hands behind his body and legs
to a chair with different ropes.

The family of the deceased
has alleged that he was mur-
dered by his girlfriend who is in
her 20s. However, the police have
registered it as an accidental
death. As per the initial forensic
report, the cause of death is ‘con-
striction of neck’. 

The man was married to an-
other woman a year back and his
wife had delivered a boy 22 days
ago. “This must have upset his
girlfriend,” said a kin. The wom-
an was in the bathroom when
she heard the sound of the chair
breaking. By the time she tried
to cut the man free, he was mo-
tionless. She tried to flee but was
stopped by the hotel owner.

The couple had brought ny-
lon ropes and blades with them.

Police said the man, a fire en-
gineer, was in a relationship
with the woman, who is a busi-
ness management graduate, for
the last few years. They report-
edly had a court marriage too. 

Full report on www.toi.in

Kinky sex leads
to man’s death

by strangulation
in Nagpur hotel

Soumitra Bose TNN

GONE TOO SOON:
(Clockwise) Happy, Mayur,
Praveen & Vishal
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