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The PM 2.5 level recorded at 
Tirunelveli on Thursday. Nitrogen 
dioxide level was at 26 µg/m3 
against the standard of 80 µg/m3

70 µg|m3
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Fearing price slump, farmers 
demand MSP for rabi maize
S  G O D S O N  W I S E L Y  D A S S 
@ Thoothukudi

FARMERS from rain-fed re-
gions of  Thoothukudi district 
have urged the union govern-
ment to extend the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) for maize 
for the rabi season too, citing a 
steep decline in procurement 
prices.

Currently, traders are pro-
curing maize at around `1,800 
per quintal, a sharp decline 
from `2,500 per quintal during 
the previous rabi season. Farm-
ers fear the price may drop fur-
ther as maize cultivation has 
expanded significantly in the 
district this year. 

The area under maize culti-
vation has increased to 1.85 
lakh acres this rabi season 
from 1.5 lakh acres last year, re-
sulting in a large inflow of  pro-
duce into the market and push-
ing prices down. Harvesting is 
underway in Ottapidaram, Et-
tayapuram, Vilathikulam, Pu-
dur, Kovilpatti, and Kayathar 
taluks. Dhanavadhi, a farmer 
from Melanambipuram, told 
TNIE that traders are offering 
only `1,800 per quintal, which 
does not even cover production 
costs. Another farmer, Adhi-

moolam from Ilayarasanend-
hal, said prices could slump 
further when harvesting peaks 
in March. He added that farm-
ers lack adequate storage facili-
ties to hold the produce and sell 
i t  l a t e r w h e n  d e m a n d 
improves.

The Union government had 
fixed an MSP of  `2,400 per 
quintal for maize during the 
kharif  season of  2025–26. How-
ever, farmers in Tamil Nadu 
largely do not cultivate maize 
during the kharif  season, as it 
is primarily grown as a rabi 
crop dependent on the north-
east monsoon.

Karisalboomi Vivasayigal 
Sangam president A Varad-
harajan appealed to the Union 
government to consider an-
nouncing MSP for maize culti-
vated during the rabi season as 

well. At present, regulated mar-
kets under the Department of  
Agricultural Marketing and 
Agri Business procure black 
gram and green gram on be-
half  of  the National Agricul-
tural Cooperative Marketing 
Federation of  India Ltd 
(NAFED). Farmers argue that 
inclusion of  maize under MSP 
would allow regulated markets 
to procure the crop and protect 
them from financial losses.

A senior official of  the 
Tirunelveli Regulated Market 
committee told TNIE that a 
proposal has been sent to the 
Union government seeking 
MSP for rabi maize. “Only after 
the Union government notifies 
MSP for maize with Cabinet ap-
proval can it be procured 
through regulated markets,” 
the official said.

Nellai police 
launch video 
news bulletin
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirunelveli

IN a first in Tamil Nadu, the 
district police launched a daily 
video-based news bulletin, ti-
tled “TDP NEWS - Tirunelveli 
District Police News” on 
Wednesday. Superintendent of  
Police Dr V Prassannakumar 
unveiled the official logo of  the 
programme at the district po-
lice office.

The police, in a statement, 
said that day-to-day informa-
tion regarding crimes, action 
taken, and awareness pro-
grammes would be disseminat-
ed through the bulletin. The 
content would feature aware-
ness on road safety, cybercrime 
prevention, anti-narcotics ac-
tivities, crimes against women, 
and other key public events. 
The Social Media Wing of  the 
Tirunelveli District Police will 
produce and publish the bulle-
tins, they said, adding that the 
programmes would also high-
light welfare activities, good 
deeds of  the public, and infor-
mation and announcements for 
students and youth. Prassanna-
kumar said that members of  
the public could directly share 
information on the dedicated 
mobile number 8939952100.

History-sheeter hacked to death in Sankarankovil; kin block road
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tenkasi

MORE than 200 residents 
staged a road blockade in 
Sankarankovil on Thursday, 
demanding the arrest of  those 
responsible for the murder of  a 
man on Wednesday night.

The deceased was identified 

as C. Jothi Murugan (30), a resi-
dent of  the Railway Feeder 
Road area. According to police 
sources, the incident occurred 
on Wednesday night when Jothi 
Murugan was walking alone to-
wards the railway station. A 
group of  unidentified persons 
allegedly waylaid him near 

Railway Feeder Road and 
hacked him to death with sick-
les. Sankarankovil Town police 
sent the body to Sankarankovil 
GH for autopsy. Police sources 
said that cases, including those 
related to illegal liquor sale, 
were pending against the de-
ceased. Preliminary investiga-

tions suggest that previous en-
mity could be the motive. 

On Thursday, relatives of  the 
victim and local residents 
blocked a key road in Sankara-
nkovil, leading to closure of  
shops in a few areas. They dis-
persed after police held talks 
and assured them of  action.

DEMO-CRACY 
In a voter awareness drive held ahead of the assembly elections, an election official 

demonstrating the functioning of Electronic Voting Machine (EVMs) and VVPAT 
machine to a voter near Alagiyapandiyapuram in Tirunelveli  |  V KARTHIK ALAGU

Maize procurement price has gone down by `700 per quintal, compared to the last 
rabi season. An increase in cultivation has pushed down prices, say farmers |  EXPRESS

Construction labourer beaten 
to death near Kovilpatti; 3 held
THOOTHUKUDI: Three men 
from Avalnatham were arrest-
ed on Thursday for allegedly 
beating a construction worker 
to death near Kovilpatti. Sourc-
es said that a quarrel broke out 
between the victim, M Karthick 
(28) from Avalnatham, and the 
suspects after he questioned 
them over consuming alcohol 
near a temple on Wednesday 
night.

E a rl i e r  t h at  eve n i n g , 
Karthick’s mother had asked 
the suspects — V Velmurugan 

(33), M Muniyasamy (34), and V 
Ayyadurai (28) — to move away 
from that spot, which led to an 
argument. Upon returning 
home, Karthick asked the trio 
about the same, resulting in an 
exchange of  blows. The sus-
pects allegedly hit Karthick on 
his head with a brick, and he 
collapsed on the spot.

Kovilpatti West police team, 
headed by Kovilpatti DSP Jega-
nathan, shifted the body to 
TvMCH and arrested the three 
suspects on Thursday. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D
CM inaugurates `7-crore 
drinking water scheme
KANNIYAKUMARI: Chief Minister 
M K Stalin on Thursday virtually 
inaugurated a `7.06 crore drinking 
water scheme implemented by 
the TWAD Board in Thovalai 
taluk. With the commissioning of 
the scheme, the residents of 
Kadukkarai, Kattuputhur and 
Thidal village panchayats will 
receive a regular drinking water 
supply. As part of the project, 
three lakh litres will be pumped 
daily from Pazhayar river. ENS

10 two-wheelers seized 
for traffic violations
KANNIYAKUMARI: Nagercoil 
traffic police on Thursday seized 
10 two-wheelers for drunk driving 
and other violations. Meanwhile, 
during a vehicle check at 
Chettikulam junction in Nagercoil, 
a police team, led by Inspector 
Pechimuthu, seized a motorbike, 
stolen in Chennai, from the 
possession of an individual. ENS 

SP launches updated 
version of REST App
KANNIYAKUMARI: SP R Stalin on 
Thursday launched an updated 
version of the REST App used by 
the police in the district to apply 
for weekly offs. The latest version 
has the provision for personnel to 
apply leave for their wedding 
anniversaries and birthdays. ENS

MIGRANT WORKER SEXUALLY HARASSED; 2 HELD
TIRUNELVELI: Two youngsters were arrested for allegedly sexually 
harassing a woman migrant worker from West Bengal at a brick kiln 
near Ambasamudram on Wednesday. The suspects were identified as 
Satheesh (18) and Uthamaraja (22), residents of Adaiyakarunkulam. 
According to sources, several workers from northern states, are 
employed at the brick kiln operating in the Adaiyakarungulam area 
near Ambasamudram. “The suspects, in an inebriated state, allegedly 
sexually harassed a worker, who was on duty at the kiln. Alerted by the 
incident, the public intervened and handed over the suspects to the 
police. Based on a complaint, Vikramasingapuram police registered a 
case and arrested both the suspects,” said sources. ENS

Over 200 people staged a protest 
seeking arrest of perpetrators |  EXPRESS

NOTICE
I, M KOLLAMMAL V PRASAD, W/o. 
IC/Army No.JC309212L Rank Ex.NB 
Sub, Name: M NAGENDRA PRASAD, 
resident of No-8-74D, Vivekha il-
lam, Poolancode PO, Kalkulam- TK,  
Kanyakumari District, Tamil Nadu 
- 629 809, My name as per my  
Record Office is M KOLLAMMAL 
V PRASAD and date of Birth is 
10.05.1967 hereby declared that  
shall hereafter be known as my  
name as M KOLAMMAL. Date of  
Birth is 10.05.1967.

(M KOLAMMAL)
New Name

NOTIFICATION OF THE DISTRICT COLLECTOR, 
NAMAKKAL FOR LEASING OUT ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL 
QUARRIES THROUGH ONLINE TENDERS CUM AUCTION

Rc.No. 459 / Mines / 2025, Dated : 03.02.2026
Notification of the District Collector, Namakkal for leasing Rough Stone & Gravel quarries in Government Poramboke Lands is published 
in Namakkal District Gazette (Extraordinary) No. 03, Dated : 03.02.2026. Interested persons can download the Tender Document 
available from the following web portal http://tntenders.gov.in during the application window and applications are invited from 
06.02.2026 on 10.00 A.M. on wards and up to 20.02.2026 05.00 P.M.

ANNEXURE

Sl. 
No. Taluk Village S.F.No. Extent 

(in Ha.) Land Classification
Lease 
Period 

(in Years)

1 Namakkal Sarkar Nattamangalam 211/1 2.42.00 Un Assessed Waste (Parai) 5 Years

2 Sendamangalam Gejakombai 21/1(P) Bit-1 1.30.00 Un Assessed Waste (Kundru) 5 Years

3 Sendamangalam Kondamanaickenpatti 226/1 (P) 1.15.00 Un Assessed Waste (Parai) 5 Years

4 Sendamangalam Kondamanaickenpatti 39 (P) 2.00.00 Un Assessed Waste (Karadu) 5 Years

5 Sendamangalam Muthukapatti 350/1 (P) 1.17.00 Un Assessed Waste (Karadu) 5 Years

6 Mohanur Kutlamparai 219 (P) Bit-3 2.25.00 Un Assessed Waste (Karadu) 10 Years

7 Mohanur Kutlamparai 219 (P) Bit-4 2.25.00 Un Assessed Waste (Karadu) 10 Years

8 Mohanur Parali 331 (P) Bit-3 2.50.00 Un Assessed Waste (Karadu) 10 Years

9 Mohanur Parali 331 (P) Bit-3 1.50.00 Un Assessed Waste (Karadu) 10 Years

10 Mohanur Sevinthipatti 328/1 (P) Bit-2 2.50.00 Un Assessed Waste (Karadu) 5 Years

11 Rasipuram R.Pudupalayam 12/4 (P) 1.50.00 Un Assessed Waste (Karadu) 5 Years

12 Rasipuram R.Pudupatti 282/1 1.09.00 Un Assessed Waste (Kundru) 5 Years

13 Rasipuram Akkaraipatti 405/2 (Part-1) 1.70.00 Un Assessed Waste (Kundru) 10 Years

14 Rasipuram Akkaraipatti 405/2 (Part-2 1.50.00 Un Assessed Waste (Kundru) 10 Years

15 Tiruchengode Munjanur 124 (Part-2) 2.25.00 Un Assessed Waste (Perramalai Karadu) 10 Years

16 Tiruchengode Munjanur 124 (Part-3) 2.25.00 Un Assessed Waste (Perramalai Karadu) 10 Years

17 Tiruchengode Munjanur 124 (Part-4) 2.25.00 Un Assessed Waste (Perramalai Karadu) 10 Years

        District Collector,
ùY.B.Gi. 42 / ùN.U.ùRô.A. / SôUdLp / Sôs : 05.02.2026              Namakkal.


